
Your business can 
make a difference!

Additional Information
International Dark-Sky Association 
www.darksky.org
The International Dark-Sky Association is a 
recognized authority on light pollution and has 
resources on how to help reduce excess ambient 
outdoor light. The association provides information on:

❖  Additional ways to reduce light pollution at your 
business and in your community.

❖   Outdoor lighting and fixtures that meet dark sky 
standards.

❖  Lighting ordinances that include business and 
commercial applications to use as a model.

CSRA Regional Commission 
706.210.2000  |  www.csrarc.ga.gov
The CSRA Regional Commission supports planning 
initiatives, including reducing light pollution and the 
associated impacts across the region. They are 
actively involved in supporting Fort Gordon and its 
economic benefits for the region. 

Fort Gordon Public Affairs Office 
706.791.6011 
www.home.army.mil/gordon/index.php/about/
Garrison/public-affairs  

Outdoor Lighting 
Five outdoor lighting principles for commercial and 
industrial applications:
1. USEFUL: Install lighting only when and where it’s 

needed for your business.
2.  TARGETED: Install zero uplight or fully shielded 

downward-directed lights. This reduces glare and limits 
light pollution trespass off your property.

3.  LOW LIGHT LEVELS: Outdoor lights should be no 
brighter than required for the specific application. Brighter 
lights than necessary equals unneeded light pollution and 
higher energy bills.

4.  CONTROLLED: All outdoor lighting should have 
controls such as motion sensors, timers, and manual 
overrides to allow operation only when necessary.

5.  APPROPRIATE COLOR (CCT): Light color 
should be less than 3,000K. Lights emitting blue 
wavelength should be avoided.

Area lighting, such as parking lots, typically creates 
excessive ambient light and should be evaluated carefully to 
reduce light pollution.

Examples of suitable fully shielded light fixtures.

What You Can Do To Help
❖  Evaluate your business outdoor lighting plan to see where 

improvements can be made. 
❖  Look for opportunities to implement dark sky initiatives to 

reduce light pollution. 
❖  When replacing old lighting devices, use new dark-sky-

compliant fixtures.
❖  Advocate for dark sky lighting policies and ordinances in 

your community.

This brochure was prepared under contract with the Central Savannah River Area Regional 
Commission as a component of the Fort Gordon Compatible Use Study Implementation. 
Financial support for this brochure was provided by the Department of Defense Office of Local 
Defense Community Cooperation (OLDCC). The content reflects the views of the CSRA and 
does not necessarily reflect the views of the OLDCC.
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Help Defend the Darkness
❖   Protect the Central Savannah River Area 

(CSRA) region’s glorious night skies.

❖   Save energy with approved fixtures.

❖   Improve the quality of the  
nighttime environment at  
your business.

❖   Enhance safety and  
security in the community.



Who Needs Dark Skies?
YOUR BUSINESS: A well designed outdoor lighting 
plan reduces your energy bill and improves safety.

YOUR COMMUNITY: Dark skies are a priceless 
contribution to quality of life and help improve the 
environment while reducing the carbon emissions associated 
with wasted energy.

THE MILITARY: Fort Gordon, home of the U.S. Army 
Cyber Center of Excellence, requires low levels of ambient 
outdoor light to conduct nighttime training and operations:

❖   Nighttime training is a critical capability for the US Army.

❖   Fort Gordon conducts nighttime training to ensure military 
readiness.

❖   Use of night vision devices (NVDs) requires natural light 
and can be “washed out” by excess ambient outdoor light.

❖   Light pollution can negatively impact both ground and 
aviation training at Fort Gordon.

TOURISTS: Dark sky tourism is on the rise across 
the United States. Communities across the country are 
increasingly seeking designation as International Dark Sky 
Place to promote tourism.

ASTRONOMERS: Deerlick Astronomy Village and 
astronomy clubs in the CSRA region take advantage of dark 
skies to promote stargazing and astronomy education.

Fully Shielded Light Fixture

Useful Light

The Value Of Dark Skies
❖   Fort Gordon is important for the CSRA region with a $2.4 BILLION 

ANNUAL IMPACT on the local economy.

❖   Outdoor lighting consumes 15% OF TOTAL U.S. ENERGY 
PRODUCTION yearly, with approximately 60% WASTED 
through unneeded, overly bright, or poorly aimed lighting.

❖   $7 BILLION DOLLARS OF ENERGY is wasted on 
unnecessary lighting annually.

❖   FOR EVERY $100 SPENT on operating a dusk-to-dawn light 
fixtures, $45 IS WASTED on light that never reaches the ground.

What Prevents Dark Skies?
LIGHT POLLUTION: There are four primary causes of light pollution. 
Excessive and Misdirected Light – Excessive light, or light 
shining in the wrong directions – directly into the sky or into your 
eyes – wastes energy and creates glare and sky glow.

Light Trespass – This occurs when light illuminates areas 
where it is unneeded or unintended, as when your neighbors’ 
light shines into your house.

Glare – This refers to excessively bright or unshielded lights 
shining directly into your eyes, actually decreasing your ability 
to see.

Visual Clutter – When large numbers of poorly shielded and 
overly bright lights create a cluttered appearance, it may become 
difficult to find what you need to see.

Commercial Lighting Tips

LIGHT COLOR
The light color affects 

dark sky impacts. 
Amber light has far 

less impact than white 
or blue light and is 
just as effective for 

general use.

FULLY SHIELDED 
FIXTURES

Fully shielded light fixtures 
should be used for outdoor and 
commercial lighting to limit glare 

and light trespass and to minimize 
sky glow, ecological impacts, and 
potential human health impacts.

SAFETY
Bright, unshielded 
white lights may 

reduce safety and 
adversely affect 

drivers in particular by 
creating dark shadows 

and blinding glare.

SECURITY
Data show that crime does 

not actually decrease as light 
increases. Effective lighting 
design utilizing fully shielded 
fixtures can enhance security 
while using less energy and 

lowering impact 1.
1.  National Institute of Justice, Preventing Crime: What Works, What Doesn’t, What’s Promising, 1997.


